
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Old Forester Introduces The President’s Choice 
New expression available at Old Forester Distilling Co. references  

historical selections of 1890s, 1960s  
 
Louisville, Ky. (June 8, 2018) – With the opening of its new distillery on Louisville’s Whiskey 
Row, Old Forester will reintroduce The President’s Choice, a single barrel expression of Old 
Forester’s most exceptional barrels, selected by the president of Old Forester. The President’s 
Choice will be available in extremely limited quantities, exclusively at the Old Forester Distilling 
Co. and limited Kentucky retailers.  
 
The President’s Choice was historically, and is today, driven by the palate of Old Forester’s 
current president. Each barrel in the modern iteration is hand-selected by Campbell Brown, Old 
Forester president and fifth generation Brown family member, under the guidance of Master 
Taster Jackie Zykan.  
 
“As we made plans for our new downtown distillery, we knew wanted to offer some very special 
whisky for our visitors. I remembered seeing bottles selected by my grandfather through The 
President’s Choice program on family back bars for years,” said Brown. “It’s a real treat to 
reintroduce this program and carry on the tradition of selecting these very special barrels.” 
 
Referencing prior iterations of The President's Choice, the barrels will be typically aged eight 
years and will vary in the historical range of 110 - 120 proof. The President’s Choice will be 
offered at the suggested retail price of $89.99. 
 
“Though each will show distinct characteristics, these single barrels exhibit the true core of Old 
Forester: balance. The multitude of flavors present are distinct and harmonizing. The whisky 
presents sound structure with a full profile from aroma to finish,” said Zykan.  
 
Because The President's Choice expressions are barrels which showcase exceptional character 
and represent the foremost quality the Old Forester brand has to offer, they will be released only 
when such distinct barrels reach maturity and demonstrate a remarkable taste profile.  
 
Though the tradition of special selections by the President dates back nearly 130 years, the 
bottle and label of today’s President’s Choice references that of 1964, when then-president 
George Garvin Brown II introduced The President’s Choice. That product was sold by the barrel 
and each was personally selected by Brown II. Mr. Brown passed away unexpectedly in 1969 
and the last barrels personally selected by him were depleted in 1972. 



 
The first specially selected barrels of Old Forester date back to 1890 when Brown-Forman and 
Old Forester founder and president George Garvin Brown presented a personalized bottle to the 
Governor of Kentucky, Simon Bolivar Bucker. The program was first formalized in 1946 by 
Brown-Forman President and George Garvin Brown’s son, Owsley Brown. These notable 
selections were not available for purchase and only available to VIPs, executives and other 
dignitaries. 
 
The President’s Choice selections will be available, along with other Old Forester expressions, 
for purchase at the Old Forester Distilling Co., which will open to the public on June 15, 2018. 
Tickets and tour information is available at OldForester.com. 
 
 
The $45 million, 70,000 square foot distillery will guide guests through the Bourbon making 
process from fermentation and distillation, to the barrel-making, aging and bottling of America’s 
First Bottled Bourbon™. It’s the only downtown distillery with a fully-operational cooperage. Old 
Forester Distilling Co. will join ten other distilleries as an official member of the Kentucky 
Bourbon Trail® tour. 
 
During the economic boom following the Civil War, Louisville’s Main Street was the hub of the 
Bourbon business in Kentucky. Once home to 89 Bourbon distilling companies, only one of 
those companies has operated continuously to present day – Brown-Forman and its founding 
brand, Old Forester. Located at 119 W. Main Street in Louisville, Kentucky, Old Forester 
Distilling Co. is housed in the same building that the brand called home prior to Prohibition.  
 
For nearly 150 years, Brown-Forman Corporation has enriched the experience of life by 
responsibly building fine quality beverage alcohol brands, including Jack Daniel’s Tennessee 
Whiskey, Jack Daniel’s & Cola, Jack Daniel’s Tennessee Honey, Jack Daniel’s Tennessee Fire, 
Gentleman Jack, Jack Daniel’s Single Barrel, Finlandia, Korbel, el Jimador, Woodford Reserve, 
Old Forester, Canadian Mist, Herradura, New Mix, Sonoma-Cutrer, Early Times, Chambord, 
BenRiach, GlenDronach and Slane. Brown-Forman’s brands are supported by over 4,700 
employees and sold in more than 165 countries worldwide. For more information about the 
company, please visit brown-forman.com. 
 
About Old Forester Bourbon: 
Old Forester is Brown-Forman’s founding brand, founded in 1870 by George Garvin Brown. 
Brown believed Old Forester was so pure and consistent that he sealed it, signed it, and 
pledged, “There is nothing better in the market.” 
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PLEASE SIP RESPONSIBLY. 
Old Forester Straight Bourbon Whisky, 43-57.5% Alc./Vol., Old Forester Distilling Company at 
Louisville in KY. OLD FORESTER is a registered trademark. ©2018 Brown-Forman Distillers. 

All rights reserved. 
 All other trademarks and trade names are properties of their respective owners. 

 
Please do not share or forward this content to anyone under the legal drinking age. 



 
 
 


